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How did the Fellows program begin?
The Indiana Bar Foundation (Foundation) board of directors established the Fellows in 1979 as a membership group of attorneys throughout Indiana. More than 400 Indiana lawyers became charter members in 1979 and pledged in excess of $400,000 to support the Foundation.  

The Fellows gifts have helped make possible programming, grants and awards including:

· We the People civic education programs,
· restoration of the 1815 and 1861 Indiana Constitution,
· Laws of Aging, a publication with legal information for older Hoosiers, 
· The 2011 Indiana Civic Health Index, which highlighted civic engagement, and
· a permanent home for the Foundation at the Indiana Bar Center.
How do I become a Fellow?
Membership in the Fellows is by invitation only. 
1. The Fellows Nominating Committee invites candidates, reviews their credentials and makes recommendations to the Foundation’s board of directors.  Candidates approved for acceptance are invited to join the upcoming Fellows class. 
2. Individual Fellows may also nominate candidates; a complete listing of Fellows can be found at www.inbf.org.  

What are the eligibility requirements?
In addition to supporting the Foundation’s mission, the Fellows bylaws states Fellows must be:

Members of the Indiana State Bar Association in good standing who are recognized for professional, public and private careers which have demonstrated outstanding legal ability and devotion to the welfare of their community, state, and nation, as well as to the advancement of the legal profession.
The nominating committee, appointed by the Foundation board president, represents each of the 11 Indiana State Bar Association (ISBA) districts and submits nominations to the board of directors.  
Nominated individuals can join at three membership levels – Fellow, Master Fellow or Patron Fellow.  New members make a financial commitment that can be paid in one, five or ten annual payments.  Upon fulfillment of a pledge at any level, an individual is designated a Life Fellow.  

The Fellows are governed by a chair, vice chair and secretary selected by the Fellows nominating committee and elected by the membership at the annual Fellows dinner.  Two Fellows, one each from northern and southern Indiana, are nominated to the Foundation board of directors and serve staggered two-year terms.

What does the Life designation before a Fellows title mean?

Upon fulfillment of a pledge at any level, an individual is designated a Life Fellow.  

What is the Indiana Bar Foundation?
The Foundation is a 501(c)3 charity comprised of lawyers and judges dedicated to strengthening access to justice and appreciation for the rule of law in Indiana. Donations to the Foundation are
tax deductible.
How is the Foundation different from the Indiana State Bar Association?
The ISBA is the professional trade association that advocates for the Indiana legal profession and provides services to its members.  The Foundation is a charity; gifts are tax-deductible. 

What does the Foundation do?
The Foundation’s programs serve youth and create better access to the legal system for those with few resources. In communities statewide the Foundation:

· Manages civics programs in your district and statewide that increase understanding of the U. S. Constitution. District and state competitions create opportunities for youth who have studied a semester of civics to demonstrate their knowledge.

· Oversees the collection of IOLTA (Interest on Lawyers Trust Accounts) funds and disperses it to 14 pro bono districts through the Indiana Pro Bono Commission.  Competitive interest rates on IOLTA accounts ensure the funds the biggest impact furthering access to justice for all Hoosiers.

· Honors attorneys of outstanding achievements with the Legendary Lawyer Award, given annually to a Fellow who has practiced law for 50 years or more.  

· Hosts the annual Fellows dinner inducting new members.  

· Recognizes the time and talents of attorneys providing outstanding law-related education and pro bono services at the Randall T. Shepard Award Dinner.   

· Manages the Richard M. Givan Loan Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP) to provide relief from student loans for attorneys working at civil legal aid organizations.
· Publishes The Laws of Aging, a guide designed to help older Hoosiers understand the various laws and regulations that affect them. Online at www.inbf.org.
· Published “Unequal Access to Justice:  A Comprehensive Study of the Civil Legal Needs of the Poor in Indiana,” jointly with Indiana Legal Services, Inc. and the Pro Bono Committee of the Indiana State Bar Association. The study documents the civil legal needs facing low-income Indiana residents. Available online at www.inbf.org.
For further information, please visit www.inbf.org or contact Theresa M. Browning, director of development and communications, 317-269-7864 or tbrowning@inbf.org.
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