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Standard 1: Students will identify, define, compare and contrast ideas regarding the nature of
The Nat f government, politics and civic life, and explain how these ideas have influenced
€ Nature o contemporary political and legal systems. They will also explain the importance
Politics and of government, politics and civic engagement in a democratic republic, and
Government demonstrate how citizens participate in civic and political life in their own
communities
USG 1.1 Define civic life, political life and private life and describe the activities of
individuals in each of these spheres. (Individuals, Society and Culture)
UsG 1.2 Define the terms and explain the relationship between politics, government, and °
public policy. (Economics)
USG 1.8 Define and provide examples of constitutionalism, rule of law, limited °
government and popular sovereignty in the United States Constitution and
explain the relationship of these three constitutional principles to the protection
of the rights of individuals. (History; Individuals, Society and Culture)
USG 1.9 Explain the importance of a written constitution in establishing and maintaining
the principles of rule of law and limited government.
Standard 2: Students will identify and define ideas at the core of government and politics in
. f the United States, interpret Founding-Era documents and events associated with
Foundations O the core ideas, and explain how commitment to these foundational ideas
Government in | constitutes a common American civic identity. They will also analyze issues about
the United the meaning and application of these core ideas to government, politics and civic
life, and demonstrate how citizens apply these foundational ideas in civic and
States political life
USG 2.3 Explain how a common and shared American civic identity is based on °
commitment to foundational ideas in Founding-Era documents and in core
documents of subsequent periods of United States history. (History)
Standard 3: Students will explain how purposes, principles and institutions of government for
the American people are established in the United States Constitution and
Purposes, reflected in the Indiana Constitution. They will also describe the structures and

Principles and
Institutions of
Government in
the United
States

functions of American constitutional government at national, state and local
levels and practice skills of citizenship in relationship to their constitutional
government




USG 3.3 Identify and describe provisions of the United States Constitution and the Indiana °
Constitution that define and distribute powers and authority of the federal or
state government

USG 3.6 Compare and contrast the enumerated, implied and denied powers in the United °
States Constitution and the Indiana Constitution

Indiana High School Standards: Social Studies — U.S. Government STEPS

516 10

USG 3.7 Explain the relationships among branches of the United States government and °
Indiana government, which involve separation and sharing of powers as a means
to limited government

USG 3.8 Describe the fiscal and monetary policies incorporated by the United States ol e
government and Indiana government and evaluate how they affect individuals,
groups and businesses

USG 3.9 Explain how a bill becomes law in the legislative process of the United States

USG 3.11 Analyze the functions of the judicial branch of the United States and Indiana °
governments with emphasis on the principles of due process, judicial review and
an independent judiciary

USG 3.12 Analyze the functions of major departments of the executive branch in the United ol e
States and in Indiana

USG 3.16 Explain the organization of state and local governments in Indiana and analyze ol e
how they affect the lives of citizens

USG 3.17 Identify special interest groups and explain their impact on the development of ol e
state and local public policy

USG 3.20 Describe the influence of the media on public opinion and public policy .

Standard 4: The Students will analyze the interactions between the United States and other

Relationship of nations and evaluate the role of the United States in world affairs

the United States

to Other Nations

in World Affairs

USG 4.8 Provide examples of non-governmental international organizations and explain ®
their role in international affairs. (Economics; Individuals, Society and Culture)

USG 4.9 Identify world issues, including political, cultural, demographic, economic and ol e
environmental challenges, that affect the United States foreign policy in specific
regions of the world




USG 4.10

Discuss specific foreign policy issues that impact local community and state
interests. (Economics; Individuals, Society and Culture)

Standard 5:
Roles of
Citizens in the
United States

Students will explain the idea of citizenship in the United States, describe the
roles of United States citizens, and identify and explain the rights and
responsibilities of United States citizens. They will also examine how citizens can
participate responsibly and effectively in the civic and political life of the United
States

USG 5.3

Analyze the roles of citizens in Indiana and the United States. (Individuals,
Society and Culture)

USG 5.9 Describe opportunities available to individuals to contribute to the well-being of
their communities and participate responsibly in the political process at local,
state and national levels of government

USG 5.11 Give examples of the role that individual citizens can play in world affairs

USG 5.12 Use information from a variety of resources to describe and discuss American political

issues such as environmental issues, women'’s rights and affirmative action




